Whooping cough and chickenpox have also increased, whooping cough slightly, from 520 to 094 ; chickenpox, on the other hand, has increased from 36 to 170. In the case of whooping cough the figure is consierably more than last year, whereas hi the case of chickenpox the figure is less than last year's.
Perhaps more surprising is the very definite increase which has occurred in pneumonia. It is unusual to see this increase occurring so soon. In August there were 191 cases, whereas in the period under consideration 340 occurred.
Notifications of pulmonary tuberculosis also show an increase from 157 to 210. This latter figure is, however, slightly smaller than for the corresponding period of 1952.
As would be expected, the number of deaths occurring from bronchitis and other respiratory diseases has also increased, from 24 to 41.
The general death rate remains the same?10.2 per thousand. The birth rate has fallen slightly from 18 to 17.5 per thousand, and the number of deaths occurring under one year of age has again shown a decrease, from 63 to 55.
